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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: DAVID GREENBERG, Ph.D. – ON ZOOM 
CONTACT: Lonnie Stonitsch, Executive Director of FAN, lonnie@familyactionnetwork.net 
 
Wednesday, February 19, 2025, 7:00 PM, John Lewis: A Life, a FAN webinar featuring David 
Greenberg, Ph.D. in conversation with David Blight, Ph.D. (FAN ’19). REGISTER:  
www.bit.ly/DGFANWebinar 
 
BONUS BOOK GIVEAWAY! We are giving away copies of John Lewis: A Life to randomly selected Zoom 
attendees. Details on the webinar registration page. 
 
In John Lewis: A Life, award-winning historian and journalist David Greenberg, Ph.D., professor of history 
and of journalism and media studies at Rutgers University, presents new details in the life of a man who 
lived with courage and conviction, and who resisted hating those who hated him.  
 
Born into poverty in rural Alabama, John Lewis would become second only to Martin Luther King, Jr. in his 
contributions to the Civil Rights Movement. He was a leader of the Nashville sit-in movement, a Freedom 
Rider who helped to integrate bus stations in the South, the youngest speaker at the 1963 March on 
Washington, and the chairman of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), which he helped 
make into one of the major civil rights organizations. He may be best remembered as the victim of a vicious 
beating by Alabama state troopers at the foot of the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Alabama, where he 
nearly died. 
 
Greenberg’s biography traces Lewis’s life from his youth as a precocious bookworm who sought education 
and freedom in the Jim Crow era, through the post-Civil Rights years, when he headed the Voter Education 
Project, which enrolled millions of African American voters across the South. The book reveals the little-
known story of his political ascent first locally in Atlanta, and then as a member of Congress. Tapped to be 
a part of the Democratic leadership in Congress, he earned respect on both sides of the aisle for the 
sacrifices he had made on behalf of nonviolent integration in the South and came to be known as the 
“conscience of the Congress.” 
 
Thoroughly researched and dramatically told, Greenberg’s biography captures and conveys the power of 
Lewis’s surpassing courage and faith in nonviolence while also revealing him to be far more politically 
skilled, pragmatic, and canny than commonly thought. 
 
Greenberg will be in conversation with renowned historian David Blight, Ph.D. (FAN ’19), Sterling Professor 
of History and Director, Gilder Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery, Resistance, and Abolition, Yale 
University. 
 
This event suitable for youth 12+. It will be recorded and available on FAN’s website and YouTube channel.  
 
Sponsored by FAN, in partnership with The Avery Coonley School, Baker Demonstration School, Beacon 
Academy, Bernard Zell Anshe Emet Day School, Brickton Montessori School, British International School of 
Chicago/Lincoln Park, British International School of Chicago/South Loop, Catherine Cook School, 
Chiaravalle Montessori School, Chicago Jewish Day School, Compass Health Center, Countryside Day 
School, Evanston Township HS D202, Family Service Center, Foundation 65, The Frances Xavier Warde 
School, Francis W. Parker School, Glenview Public Library, Gorton Center, Haven Youth and Family Services 
Hyde Park Day School, Illinois Student Assistance Commission, Kenilworth D38, Lake Bluff D65, Lake 
Forest Academy, Lake Forest Country Day School, Latin School of Chicago, Leo Catholic High School, 
Libertyville D70, Lycée Français de Chicago, Morgan Park Academy, Near North Montessori School, New 
Trier High School D203, North Shore Country Day, Northwestern University Office of Neighborhood and 
Community Relations, Northwestern University School of Education and Social Policy, Pope John XXIII 
School, Regina Dominican High School, Resurrection College Prep High School, Rogers Park Montessori 
School, Roycemore School, Santa Clara University School of Law, Science & Arts Academy, The Sonia 
Shankman Orthogenic School, Stevenson High School D125, Township High School D113, UChicago 
Network for College Success, University of Chicago Crown Family School of Social Work, Policy, and 
Practice, Wilmette Public Library, Wolcott College Prep, Woodlands Academy, Youth & Opportunity United. 


