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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: LAUREN FREEMAN, Ph.D. and HEATHER STEWART, Ph.D. – ON ZOOM 
CONTACT: Lonnie Stonitsch, Executive Director of FAN, lonnie@familyactionnetwork.net 
 
Tuesday, January 14, 2025, 7:00 PM, Microaggressions in Medicine, a FAN webinar featuring Lauren 
Freeman, Ph.D. and Heather Stewart, Ph.D. in conversation with Yolonda Wilson, Ph.D. REGISTER:  
www.bit.ly/FSFANWebinar 
 
BONUS AFTER-HOURS EVENT: Attendees who purchase a copy of Microaggressions in Medicine from 
FAN's partner bookseller The Book Stall are invited to attend an AFTER-HOURS event hosted by the three 
panelists that will start immediately after the webinar. Details on the webinar registration page. 
 
In a world that too often marginalizes people based on their race, gender, sexual orientation, body size, or 
disability, medicine can often be no different. Far from “doing no harm,” it treats some patients unfairly, 
leading to detrimental effects. Microaggressions in medicine are not rare, but frequent in the healthcare 
experiences of marginalized patients. Recognizing this can help patients better understand and make 
sense of their experiences.  
 
Bioethicists Lauren Freeman, Ph.D., professor of philosophy at University of Louisville, and Heather 
Stewart, Ph.D., assistant professor of philosophy at Oklahoma State University, argue that building such an 
awareness can also help current and future healthcare professionals recognize the serious and enduring 
consequences that microaggressions have on their patients. In their new book, Microaggressions in 
Medicine, Freeman and Stewart offer practical strategies for healthcare professionals to reduce 
microaggressions in their practices. Guided by diverse patient testimonies and case studies, the book 
focuses on the harms that such patients face. It amplifies their voices, stories, and experiences, which 
have too-often been excluded from mainstream bioethical, medical, and popular discussions. 
 
The harms of microaggressions are anything but micro. Healthcare professionals have a moral obligation to 
prevent them as much as possible. Health equity can be achieved, but only through first recognizing the 
harm caused by microaggressions in medical contexts. Shining a light on microaggressions in medicine 
and offering concrete ways for health professionals to avoid them in the future will make a positive 
difference in the lives of marginalized patients as they interact with medical institutions and practitioners. 
All patients deserve high quality, patient-centered care but healthcare professionals must change their 
practices to achieve such equity. 
 
Freeman and Stewart will be in conversation with Yolonda Wilson, Ph.D., Associate Professor of 
Philosophy in the Department of Health Care Ethics at St. Louis University. Wilson does research in 
bioethics, social and political philosophy, race theory, and feminist philosophy. 
 
This event suitable for youth 12+. It will be recorded and available on FAN’s website and YouTube channel.  
 
Sponsored by FAN, in partnership with The Avery Coonley School, Baker Demonstration School, Bernard 
Zell Anshe Emet Day School, British International School of Chicago/Lincoln Park, British International 
School of Chicago/South Loop, Catherine Cook School, Chicago Jewish Day School, Compass Health 
Center, Countryside Day School, Evanston Scholars, Evanston Township HS D202, The Family Institute at 
Northwestern University, Family Service Center, The Frances Xavier Warde School, Francis W. Parker 
School, Glenview Public Library, Gorton Center, Haven Youth and Family Services, Hyde Park Day School, 
Illinois Student Assistance Commission, Lake Bluff D65, Lake Forest Academy, Lake Forest Community 
High School D115, Lake Forest Country Day School, Latin School of Chicago, Leo Catholic High School, 
Lycée Français de Chicago, New Trier High School D203, North Shore Country Day, Northwestern University 
Office of Neighborhood and Community Relations, Northwestern University School of Education and Social 
Policy, Regina Dominican High School, Resurrection College Prep High School, Rogers Park Montessori 
School, Roycemore School, Santa Clara University School of Law, Stevenson High School D125, Township 
High School D113, University of Chicago Crown Family School of Social Work, Policy, and Practice, Wilmette 
Public Library, Woodlands Academy, Youth & Opportunity United. 


