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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: VISHAAN CHAKRABARTI – ON ZOOM 
CONTACT: Lonnie Stonitsch, Executive Director of FAN, lonnie@familyactionnetwork.net 
 
Monday, October 14, 2024, 7:00 PM, The Architecture of Urbanity: Designing for Nature, Culture, and 
Joy, a FAN webinar featuring Vishaan Chakrabarti in conversation with Reed Kroloff. REGISTER:  
www.bit.ly/ChakrabartiFANWebinar 
 
BONUS AFTER-HOURS EVENT: Attendees who purchase a copy of The Architecture of Urbanity from FAN's 
partner bookseller The Book Stall are invited to attend an AFTER-HOURS event hosted by Chakrabarti that 
will start immediately after the webinar. Details on the webinar registration page. 
 
“With passion and rigor, Chakrabarti lays out a vital vision for better cities, designed to create sustainable 
solidarity across lines of race, origin, and class.”— Heather C. McGhee, FAN ‘21 
 
Vishaan Chakrabarti, one of today’s most inspired architects and urban advocates, has written a new 
manifesto for architecture as a force for addressing our biggest social challenges. In The Architecture of 
Urbanity: Designing for Nature, Culture, and Joy, Chakrabarti describes a world facing unprecedented 
challenges, from climate change and population growth to political division and technological dislocation, 
to declining mental health and fraying cultural fabric. With most of the planet’s population now living in 
urban environments, cities are the spaces where we have the greatest potential to confront and address 
these problems. In this visionary book, Chakrabarti argues for an “architecture of urbanity,” showing how 
the design of our communities can create a more equitable, sustainable, and joyous future for us all. 
 
Lavishly illustrated with a wealth of original graphics, data visualizations, photographs, and drawings, the 
book takes readers from the great cities of antiquity to the worldwide exurban sprawl of our postindustrial 
age, examining architecture’s relationship to history’s greatest social, technological, and environmental 
dilemmas. Chakrabarti then presents a rich selection of work by a global array of practicing architects, 
demonstrating how innovative design can dramatically improve life in big cities and small settlements 
around the world, from campuses and refugee camps to mega-cities like São Paulo, Lima, Los Angeles, 
New York, Paris, and Tokyo. 
 
Chakrabarti is the founder of Practice for Architecture and Urbanism (PAU), a design studio based in New 
York City dedicated to building ecological, equitable, and joyous communities. He will be in conversation 
with Reed Kroloff, Dean and the Rowe Family College of Architecture Endowed Chair at the College of 
Architecture at Illinois Institute of Technology in Chicago. He co-founded jones|kroloff, a practice that 
develops design strategy and guides architect selection processes. 
 
This event suitable for youth 12+. It will be recorded and available on FAN’s website and YouTube channel.  
 
Sponsored by FAN, in partnership with The Avery Coonley School, Baker Demonstration School, Beacon 
Academy, Bernard Zell Anshe Emet Day School, British International School of Chicago/Lincoln Park, British 
International School of Chicago/South Loop, Catherine Cook School, Chicago Jewish Day School, Compass 
Health Center, Connections for the Homeless, Countryside Day School, Evanston Scholars, Evanston 
Township High School D202, Family Service Center, The Frances Xavier Warde School, Francis W. Parker 
School, Glencoe D35, Gorton Center, Haven Youth and Family Services, Hyde Park Day School, Illinois 
Student Assistance Commission, Kenilworth D38, Lake Bluff D65, Lake Forest Academy, Lake Forest 
Country Day School, Latin School of Chicago, Leo Catholic High School, Lycée Français de Chicago, Near 
North Montessori School, North Shore Country Day, Northwestern University Office of Neighborhood and 
Community Relations, Northwestern University School of Education and Social Policy, Pope John XXIII 
School, Regina Dominican High School, Resurrection College Prep High School, Rogers Park Montessori 
School, Roycemore School, Santa Clara University School of Law, The Sonia Shankman Orthogenic School, 
Stevenson High School D125, Wilmette Public Library, Wolcott College Prep, Woodlands Academy, Youth & 
Opportunity United. 


