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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: SHALINEE SHARMA – ON ZOOM 
CONTACT: Lonnie Stonitsch, FAN Executive Director, lonnie@familyactionnetwork.net 
 
Monday, September 16, 2024, 7:00 PM, Math Mind: The Simple Path to Loving Math, a FAN webinar 
featuring Shalinee Sharma in conversation with Angela Duckworth, Ph.D. (FAN ’12, ‘16). 
 
REGISTER:  www.bit.ly/SharmaFANWebinar 
 
BONUS AFTER-HOURS EVENT: Attendees who purchase a copy of Math Mind from FAN's partner 
bookseller The Book Stall are invited to attend an AFTER-HOURS event hosted by Sharma that will start 
immediately after the webinar. AND: FAN will gift a second copy of the book to After-Hours guests! 
Details on the webinar registration page. 
 
In her new book, Math Mind: The Simple Path to Loving Math, Shalinee Sharma, one of the world’s top 
experts on math learning, shows how complex problem solving and puzzle solving, abstract and logical 
thinking, developing fluency with numbers, and cultivating persistence in math are crucial skills for success 
that can be taught to everyone and how math, far from being a dry, dull exercise, shares common ground 
with art and creativity. She also debunks the myths that prevent us from learning and enjoying math, with 
chapters dedicated to the three roadblocks that discourage adults and kids from learning. 
 
Sharma is the CEO and cofounder of Zearn, a nonprofit educational organization behind the top-rated 
math-learning platform used by one in four elementary-school students and by one million middle-school 
students nationwide. In addition to her role at Zearn, she serves on the Braven board of directors, is a 
Pahara-Aspen Fellow, and serves as cochair of the Brown University Advisory Council for the College. She 
has an MBA from Harvard Business School and a BA from Brown University. A child of refugees, Sharma is 
passionate about universal access to an excellent education. 
 
Sharma will be in conversation with Angela Duckworth, Ph.D. (FAN ’12, ’16), co-founder of Character Lab, 
the Rosa Lee and Egbert Chang Professor at the University of Pennsylvania, faculty co-director of the Penn-
Wharton Behavior Change for Good Initiative, founding faculty co-director of Wharton People Analytics, and 
author of the international bestseller Grit: The Power of Passion and Perseverance. 
 
This event is suitable for youth 12+. It will be recorded and available on FAN’s website and YouTube 
channel.  
 
Sponsored by FAN, in partnership with The Alliance for Early Childhood, The Avery Coonley School, Baker 
Demonstration School, Barrington D220, Beacon Academy, Bernard Zell Anshe Emet Day School, British 
International School of Chicago/Lincoln Park, British International School of Chicago/South Loop, 
Catherine Cook School, Chicago Jewish Day School, Compass Health Center, Countryside Day School, The 
Cove School, Evanston Scholars, Evanston Township High School D202, Family Service Center, Foundation 
65, The Frances Xavier Warde School, Francis W. Parker School, Glencoe D35, Gorton Center, Haven Youth 
and Family Services, Hyde Park Day School, Illinois Student Assistance Commission, Kenilworth D38, Lake 
Bluff D65, Lake Forest Academy, Lake Forest Community High School D115, Lake Forest Country Day 
School, Latin School of Chicago, Leo Catholic High School, Libertyville D70, Lycée Français de Chicago, 
Morgan Park Academy, Near North Montessori School, North Shore Country Day, Northwestern University 
Office of Neighborhood and Community Relations, Northwestern University School of Education and Social 
Policy, Pope John XXIII School, Regina Dominican High School, Resurrection College Prep High School, 
Rogers Park Montessori School, Roycemore School, Sacred Heart Schools, Santa Clara University School of 
Law, Science & Arts Academy, The Sonia Shankman Orthogenic School, Stevenson High School D125, 
Wilmette Public Library, Winnetka D36, Wolcott College Prep, Woodlands Academy, Youth & Opportunity 
United. 
 




